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SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN THE WINTER. 


We cannot perbaps better intro- 
duce the second volume of the V1s1- 
TANT, than by presenting our read- 
ers with the unexpected testimony 
with which the past season has fur- 
nisbed us, in favor of the practica- 
bility and importance, of continuing 
Sunday Schools through the winter 
season, in small societies. The ob- 
stacles which present themselves to 
infant schools on the approach of 
winter, are commonly considered as 
insurmountable; and have usually 
had the effect to discourage every at- 
tempt at continuance. 

It has never, we believe, been 
disputed, that common schools could 
flourish in this inclement season : in- 
deed, it is then they are crowded to 
overflowing; but thata Sunday School, 
in a small and scattered society, 
could be kept in existence through 
the winter, seems to have been con- 
sidered by many, an idea of the wild- 
est extravagance. 

It will perhaps be recollected, that 
in some of our first numbers, we 
spoke decidedly against any discontin- 
uance of a school on account of the 
season. Our remarks then were foun- 
ded, as we believe, upon judicious 
principles. Now, we havesomething 
more than theory,—the experience of 
schools, to cenfirm our belief. There 
are some schools in our vicinity, 
which have never till the past season 
been kept through the winter, be- 
cause it was thought better to dis- 
continue them at once, than suffer 
them to languish and die, as it was 
said they inevitably would: but 
which have, during the past winter, 
been in a state of greater prosperity, 
both as to numbers and interest, than 
was ever known to them. before. 
The school at New-Hartford, for in- 
stance, has heretofore been of no 
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importance: Now it is in a flourish- 
ing state. The School at Whitesbo- 
rough had never the interest excited 
in it, and never flourished, as it has 
the past season. The School at 
Hampton has prospered, and increas- 
ed its numbers, during the winter, 
beyond any school we ever heard of. 
All these schools, have heretofore 
been discontinued in the fall, terri- 
fied by the obstacles which winter 
presented. Their present interest- 
ing state, and that of others which 
we could name, is ground of encour- 
agement to every well-wisher to the 
cause. The effect has been felt, not 
only in the schools, but upon the so- 
cieties. Opposition has disappeared ; 
the indifferent are awakened; the 
claims of the Sabbath School are ac- 
knowledged, and its interests held 
sacred. 

We therefore feel induced to re- 
commend, more decidedly than ever, 
the unremitting continuance of the 
school. Experience has ptoved the 
utility of the measure, and that the 
obstacles which appear so great, are 
but as shadows, which vanish as we 
approach them. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL EXAMINATION. 


A PARTICULAR account of the ex- 
aminatien on the evening of the” 6th 
inst. having been given in several of 
our village papers, the same from us 
would seem, at present, unnecessary- 
We would, however, observe, that the 
exercises were such, as to impress 
every spectator with a conviction of 
the utility of Sabbath Schools, in the 
religious and intellectual improve- 
ment of the young. In one depart- 
ment of the school, an experiment 
had been tried during the past quar- 
ter, the result of which had proved 
its usefulness. Formerly, the schol- 
ars were encouraged to commit to 
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memory, as many verses as possible; 
and premiums were given to those 
who recited the greatest number. 
Bat the policy of the school, for the 
quarter past, had been, to limit the 
lessons for recitation, and to devote 
more time to explaining and enforc- 
ing scripture truths. The number 
of verses for a Sabbath, which each 
scholar was required to recite, had 
been only fifteen; and the whole 
school were engaged upon the same 
lesson. In the morning, the verses 
were recited from the scripture, and 
explanations given by the teachers. 
In the afternoon, the scholars were 
instructed more particularly upon the 
morning lesson. by means of printed 
questions: after which, the whole 
school were questioned and instruct- 
ed upon the same, by the superin- 
tendent. The effect of devoting so 
much time toa few verses, had been, 
to make those few better understood. 

The practice of having an address 
to the audience, spoken by one of the 
school-boys, on these occasions, has 
had a very striking and-happy effect 
upon the public feeling; and the dis- 
tribution of rewards for good behav- 
ior—a portrait of the Founder of Sun- 
day Schools—we think, will not be 
without a salutary influence. 

The libraries, it was reported, were 
proving highly useful to the schools. 
They, however, needed enlargement; 
and other expenses were to be de- 
fraved. A collection was according- 
ly taken up, amounting, with some 
donations made the the day fellowing, 
to thirty-five dollars. 





To the Editor : 


I arrenpep the Quarterly Exam- 
ination of the Union Sabbath School 
of this place, on the 6th inst.; and I 
need hardly say, that I was highly 
interested. The exercises were such 
4s no one could witness with indiffer- 
ence. But I would respectfully in- 
quire of the mangers of this institu- 
tion, whether there may not be some 
danger of such public celebrations 
being made too frequent for perma- 
nent utility. 

4 FRIEND TO SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 





Ss. &. Coucert. 


Ar the Concert for March, in 
this village, the President of the 
meeting read that interesting pas- 
sage of scripture, “Then they that 
feared the Lord spake often one to 
another,” &c. He was induced to of- 
fer this text for consideration, by the 
recollection of a remark which was 
made by a brother at the last Con- 
cert, “that he had known the time in 
our schools,when, perceiving at a dis- 
tance, two or more teachers in con- 
versation, he could at once anticipate 
the subject of their discourse; and 
on coming into their presence, he 
was sure to have his affections quick- 
ened for the Sunday School.” 

Several teachers spoke upon this 
subject. The Sunday School was 
said to be fruitful in topics of conver- 
sation,—more so, perhaps, than anv 
other benevolent institution of the 
day; and those who are truly devo- 
ted to the cause, will speak often one 
to another concerning its interests. 

A teacher present from the Au- 
burn School, mentioned an interest- 
ing fact in that institution: A whole 
class, except one member, had re- 
cently become hopeful converts to 
the grace of God. 

Some remarks were made upon 
the importance of our cevoting more 
attention to the children of the poor. 
Our schools, it was observed, are 
composed principally of those belong- 
ing to the most respectable part of 
the community,—the children of the 
rich, the intelligent, the Christian,— 
those who enjoy elsewhere, ina rich 
profusion, the advantages of instruc- 
tion. Now itis pleasant to have the 
care of such. — teacher looks for 
the brightest scholars. But, it was 
asked, is it right, that these should 
have our first attention? Is not the 
duty which we owe to the children 
of poverty and ignorance, more im- 
periously binding upon us? It was 
none other than these, that our illus- 
trious founder had in view to bene- 
fit: “these ought we to have done, 
but not to have left the other un- 
done ” They should be given to the 
care of our best instructors: They 
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should be the object of our first and 
amost unwearied exertions. Their 
souls are us valuable as ours—they 
are as surely immortal—as surely 
hastening to judgment. The chil- 
dren of better parents are taught at 
home, at the day school, at the sanc- 
tuary. But the class of which we 
are speaking, receive scarcely the 
least moral instruction from any 
source. They are growing up io 
entire ignorance of a future state, 
ripening for death. And while our 
schools are flourishing, and attract 
by the splendor of their appearance, 
the admiration of strangers, we ap- 
pear to be falling short of the great 
object of the institution. 

It was observed further, however, 
that there seemed to be a spirit of re- 
form, already excited in our schools, 
in this particular. In the female de- 
partment, some teachers had engaged 
with a truly commendable zeal, in 
rescuing children from the abodes of 
vice, and putting them under the be- 
nign influence ef this institution. In 
the male department, (the teacher 
continued,) we were yesterday pre- 
sented with the spectacle of twenty 
boys, from eight to fourteen years 
of age, obtained principally from the 
haunts of degraded poverty, by the 
exertions of a single teacher. Only 
three or four of all this number, had 
the knowledge of reading, and one 
of them had no recollection of ever 
hearing, except it might have been 
from the lips of profaneness, the 
name of Christ, of heaven, or of 
hell. 

At the close of this meeting, it was 
proposed, by the Superintendent of 
the female department, that collec- 
tions should be taken up in the 
schools on the first Sabbath in every 
month, for the benefit of such as 
cannot attend for want of suitable 
clothes. 





Tb the Editor of the Visitant : 


Sim—I have been, for nearly a 
year, a teacher in the Sunday School. 
At the commencement of my labors, 
I felt a conviction of my unfitness for 
the work, and experience, as it has 





given me a broader view of my duty, 
has but confirmed this conviction. 
Yet I am unwilling to abandon the 
business. I have adesire to do good. 
The Sunday School seems, at pres- 
ent, the only place in which I can 
hope to be useful ; and if I leave that, 
[ had, perhaps, better encumber the 
Lord’s vineyard no longer. 

I wish to be informed, Mr. Editor, 
how it is possible to obtain the atten- 
tion of small children to religious in- 
struction, so as to make them take 
an interest in it. I could sufficiently 
amuse them upon common subjects ; 
but I would not so profane the Sab- 
bath, nor trifle with their souls. 

A YOUNG TEACHER. 
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Communicated for the Visitant. 


EXTRACT FROM AN ADDRESS AT A 
SABBATH SCHOOL MEETING. 

* * * * «Bur the Sunday 
School came not to us, recommended 
only by usefulness in prospect: its 
promises were predicated on what it 
had performed. It had already car- 
ried riches and light into the abodes 
of poverty and darkness. It had al- 
ready begun to bring nearer to one 
another, the high and the low,—by 
producing that equality of intelli- 
gence in which Americans delight, 
and which is the basis of their liberal 
principles, and the bulwark of their 
free institutions. It had taught 
Christians unity to those who had 
been separated by slight differences 
of sentiment. It had mitigated the 
evils of indigence, and taught the 
children of the rich to consider the 
children of the poor as brothers. It 
had shown itself to possess, besides its 
direct religious effect, the power of a 
great political engine, to diffuse and 
support throughout all the classes of 
society, those pure and celestial prin- 
ciples of justice and general virtue, 
without which liberty has always de- 
generated into anarchy and crime. 
It had been made the means of gath- 
ering some of the wandering, into the 
fold of God. It had something where- 
with to address patriots, philanthro- 
pists, and Christians. Coming to 





| you thus recommended, you adopted 
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it; and what had been reported of 
Sunday Schools elsewhere, became 
visible here. You saw genial effects, 
it is trusted, in the meliorated man- 
ners of your children,-—in their 
greater respectfulness towards you,— 
in their greater reverence for God. 
Should your interest in this institu- 
tion ever flag, we will make our ap- 
peal to your own breasts, and to your 
own experience. But in the chil- 
dren before you at this time, you have 
an embodied argument, which is re- 
sistless. 

‘For its future prosperity, this in- 
stitution depends upon your encour- 
agement; and we hope it will grow 
up under the culture of your benevo- 
lence, into a beauty and magnitude 
to attract and shadow all your chil- 
dren.” 


— 


Tr is stated in a letter from Lock- 
port, of Feb. 15th, published in the 
American Sunday Schoo! Magazine, 
that the revival which has for some 
time existed in that place had its origin 
in the Sabbath School—that twelve of 
the scholars, and three of the teach- 
ers, were already hopeful subjects of 
grace—and that the work was still 
making progress. 





Tue African School in Pittsburgh, 
(Penn.) exhibits the novel sight of a 
grandfather, father, and son, employ- 
ed in the same school, at the same 
time, in learning the word of God. 
Tn this school, a colored woman, and 
in another school many young per- 
sons, have become worthy members 
of the church of God. * 


Ir is recommended by the Amer- 
ican Sunday School Union to its aux- 
iliaries, that collections be taken up 
at the monthly concert, for the pur- 
pose of sending out Sunday School 
missionaries. We hope the measure 
will be generally adopted. In many 
places, the concert is attended by the 
children of the school, in large num- 
bers, who would feel it a privilege to 
contribute their mite. Sunday School 
Missionaries, as employed by the 
American Union, are doing much 
good to the cause. 





Mr. Epiror: 


I was much pleased at the Sunday 
School Examination, with the bint 
which was given to Heads of Fami- 
lies, upon the subject of punctuality 
in teachers. I hope it will have the 
desired effect. People in general are 
insensible of the injury which this 
institution often suffers, from Sabbath 
morning indolence. The want of an 
early breakfast, is a perplexing dis- 
couragement to the faithful teacher. 
It renders his labors, while in school, 
still more arduous, and shortens his 


opportunity for doing good. s. 


General Association of Sunday School 
Teachers in New-York City. 

Ar the December meeting, the at- 
tendance was unusually full; several 
of the General Visiting Committee 
were present. The subject for dis- 
cussion was, **How shall teachers be 
excited to a greater interest in their 
schools.” Much was said on this 
subject. The general tenor of the 
remarks was, that a greater familiar- 
ity with the subject in all its details, 
was calculated to give renewed ex- 
citement to’ the minds of Sunday 
school teachers. It was observed 
that teachers are too apt to make the 
duties of the class a matter of the 
Sabbath day only; whereas the care 
of it should be continually on the 
mind: it should enter into all his 
thoughts, and be remembered in all 
his prayers; it should occupy his 
mind as well at hours of business as 
those of retirement. Teachers should 
reflect more upon it, put the matter 
more home to their hearts, pray more 
for it, and talk more of it. When 
Sunday school teachers meet, they’ 
should inquire for Sunday School ine 
telligence, and narrate some anec- 
dote, and thus warm their hearts 
“by the way.” It was strongly and 
feelingly urged on the meeting by a 
member (a teacher) that the cares of 
the school should the burden of 
the week—with paternal feeling, the 
scholars should always be remem- 
bered by their teachers: when ab- 
sent they should plan for their best 
interest,—prepare for their instruc- 
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tion: the subject should be an ever 
present one, and thus it could not fail 
of exciting an interest for all his im- 
portant duties in the school. 

S. S. Magazine. 


QUESTIONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN—Concluded. 


Is it not very wicked to tell a lie? 

When your mother sends you any 
where, and you stay in the street 
and play, and she asks you where 
you have been, must not you tell 
her? 

A great many little children tell lies, 
and God does not love such chil- 
dren, but will punish them. 

You know what it is to tell lies, and 
you must never do it, even if you 
are afraid of being beaten: you had 
better be whipped, than tell a lie 
and offend God. 

Besides, when you have done any 
thing wrong, if you own it and are 
sorry for it, you will not be whip- 
ped or punished, but you will be 
forgiven. 

If children go into people’s orchards 
and get apples, is not that stealing? 

Suppose there are a great many ap- 
ples, and nobody would know you 
stole any, may you then go and 
take them? 

There is one who knows every thing, 
and who sees in the dark night as 
well as the day, so that you can 
never take any thing and no one 
see you. 

To steal, is to take any thing that 
does not belong to you; now if you 
see a needle, or an apple, or a nut, 
or a penny, and take it, that is 
stealing. 

And if you find any thing that is lost, 
is it yours? 

If you were .to lose any thing, and a 
boy or girl were to find it, would 
you like them to keep it, and say 
“It’s mine, for I found it.” 

You have no more right to it because 
you found it, than you have to take 
it away or steal it. 

What are people that steal called? 

They are called thieves. 

Will any body trust a thief? v 


girl that steals, I will never trust 
them. 

Do you know when thieves are found 
out what is done with them? 

They are shut up in jail, all alone, 
with only straw to lie on, and very 
little to eat, and in some places they 
are hung: a rope is pulled tight 
round-their necks, so that they die. 
And where do you think their souls 
go; tolive with God, or to the 
wicked one? 

Now when you see any thing that is 
not yours, and want it ever so 
much, you must not take it: re- 
member God is looking at you, if 
nobody else is. The best way is 
not to want other people’s things. 
God will take care of you and give 
you enough, and you must not be 
wishing for what is not yours. 

Who takes care of the little birds and 
the animals? 

Then he cares for you more than for 
them, for you have a soul that must 
live forever, and they have not. 
You can think and talk, and the lit- 
tle birds cannot. 

God takes care of even the little flies, 
so he will certainly see that you 
have enough, if you don’t go to 
stealing and lying to get it. 

Some children, if they see a little girl 
or boy have a new hat or new shoes 
wish it was theirs—now if you take 
good care of your old clothes, and 
not tear them or dirty them, some- 
body, may be, will give you new 
ones; or you can try and work and 
earn a little money to buy clothes. 

Need you be ashamed of old clothes? 

Need you be ashamed of dirty clothes? 

Some children as soon as they put on 
their clean clothes, go and play in 
the dirt, and they rub their dirty 
hands on their clothes and look so 
bad, that nobody likes to have them 
near them—nobody likes dirty chil- 
dren. No matter if your clothes 
are old and patched, let them be 
clean, and people will like to have 
you by them, and perhaps give you 
new clothes. 

Who likes dirty children? 

Who likes clean children? 

Should not little girls try to keep their 





No: if I hear of a little boy or little 


mothers’? houses clean, and wash 
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their own faces and hands and feet. 

I have seen some little children, some 
of you, look just like the pigs, all 
over dirt, and have seen you sit by 
the door all amidst the dirt, and 
never try to clean it away. 

Now don’t do so any more, but try 
and keep clean and help your mo- 
thers. God loves little children 


that try to be good and clean, and 


good people love them too. 

What sort of a place is heaven, where 
good people go when they die? 

Must we all die? 

Mast little children die? 

Yes : sometimes they live to be men 
and women, but sometimes they 
die when they are quite little. 

Many little children who used to goto 
Sunday sehool and to church,as you 
do, grew sick and died; their eyes 
were shut and their mouths were 
shut, and they could not breathe 
any more, and they were cold and 
stiff, and people nailed them up in 
a coffin, and dug a deep hole in the 
ground, and put them in and coy- 
ered them up—and then their souls 
went up to God; andif they were 
good children they are in heaven 
now, but if they were bad, where 
are they? Remember, as these chil- 
dren died, so must you: the time 
will come when you will,be cold 
and dead, and put in a coffin, and 
buried deep in the ground, and 
your soul go to God. 

Shall the bodies that are buried deep 
in the ground ever get up again? 
Yes: at the last day God will call 
them all either to come and live 
with him, or to go to the bad place. 

Shall you ever die and be cold and 
stiff and covered up in the ground? 

Shall you always stay there? 

What day will God call all the people 
to get up out of their graves? 

What will he do with the good peo- 

le? 

What with the bad people? 

What sort of a place must bad peo- 
ple go to? 

Must they always stay there? Who 
lives there? 

Who lives in heaven? 

Now you should every day kneel 
down and pray to God to make you 





good children, and keep you from 
quarreling, and lying, and swearing 
and ‘stealing, and make you love 
Jesus Christ, and take you to hea- 
ven when you die, for his sake. 

And if you think about God and 
want to be good, God will look 
down from Heaven and hear you, 
and he will make you good. But 
if you don’t love him, he won't love 
you nor listen to you. 





[Card from New-York.} 
RULES OF THIS SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
be —— must always mind the 

Manager and all the Teachers of 
this School. 

. I must come here every Sunday, 
and be here when school begins. 

. I must go to my seat as socn as [ 
come in. 

. I must not talk in school. 

. I must not go from my seat with- 
out leave. 

. I must take good care of my books 

. I must not lean on the one who 
sits next to me. 

. I must walk softly in the school. 

9. I must always go to church. 

. I must behave well in the street 
when coming to or going from 
church. 

11. I must walk softly into church. 

12. I must sit still in my place while 
I am in church. 

13. I must go away from church as 
soon as I go out. 


GLEANINGS. 


MARY WALKER. 


Tne following instance of early pi- 
ety, though not found ina Sabbath 
school, is nevertheless, most worthy a 
record here. 

An interesting girl at the age of 
nine years, was the first subject of a 
revival of religion in Saxon’s village, 
Vermont. After deep convictions, 
and great distress, on account of her 
sins, she sought and found the Lord 
Jesus Christ; and no sooner had she 
become a follower of him, than she 
felt a deep concern for the souls of 
her schoolmates and friends. One 
day, when the scholars went out of 
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school in the afternoon, she improv- 
ed the opportunity to exhort them to 
repentance, and her efforts produced 
a great effect on their minds. 

“When they came into school they 
were observed to be weeping. This 
led the mistress of the school to in- 
quire into the occasion of their grief, 
when one immediately replied, ‘Mary 
has been talking to us about dying 
and about religion.? This occasion- 
ed no small surprise in the mind of 
the mistress, who then asked Mary if 
she wished to talk more with the 
children. Mary said she did; and af- 
ter obtaining liberty, she proceeded 
to exhort them one by one; and then 
with veneration turhed to her mis- 
tress, and exhorted her gently, but 
powerfully, to prepare to meet her 
God. The mistress was struck with 
astonishment; but perceiving that 
Mary did not appear to be satisfied, 
she asked her if she did not wish to 
pray? She answered in the affirma- 
tive, and falling on her knees, she im- 
plored the blessing of God on the lit- 
tleassembly. This was a new scene 
to the mistress of the school—to see 
and hear her little pupils crying and 
sobbing all around her, and a little 
precious infant scholar teaching her 
and them what they never knew 
before. She at length dismissed her 
school for the day ; and little Mary 
took her Bible, called her mates, and 
led them to an adjoining wood, where 
she read and prayed with them, and 
entreated them to repent and turn to 
God. This was the commencement 
of a glorious reformation, which 
has spread until more than one hun- 
dred souls have been happily convert- 
ed to God.” —Zion’s Herald. 





THE SOLDIER’s REPROOF. 


A correspondent of the New-York 
Commercial Advertiser, gives the 
following anecdote. 

“A king was riding along in dis- 
guise, and seeing a soldier at a pub- 
lic house door, stopped and asked the 
soldier to drink with him: and while 
they were talking the king swore. 
The soldier said, Sir, 1am sorry to 
bear a gentleman swear. His ma- 





jesty took no notice, but soon swore 
again. ‘The soldier said, Sir, I'll pay 
part of the pot, if you please, and go; 
for I so hate swearing, that if you 
were the king himself I should tell 

ou of it. Why, should you? said the 

ing. I should, said the soldier.— 
His majesty said no more, and left 
him. Awhile after, the king having 
invited some of his lords to dine with 
him, the soldier was sent for; and 
while they were at dinner, was order- 
ed into the room, and to wait awhile. 
Presently the king uttered an oath. 
The odMier immediately, (but with 
great mouésty) said, ‘Should not my 
lord the king fear an oath?’ The king 
looking first at the lords, and then at 
the soldier, said, There, my, lords, 
there isan honest man; he can respect- 
fully remind me of the great sin of 
swearing ; but you can sit and let me 
send my soul to hell by swearing, and 
not so much as tell me of it! 





WHEN IS A MAN RICH ENOUGH? 


Wauen a lad, an old gentleman 
took the trouble to teach me some 
little knowledge of the world. With 
this view I remember he one day 
asked me, When is a man rich 
enough? J,replied, when he bas a 
thousand pounds. He said, No! 
Two thousand? No. Ten thous- 
and? No. Twenty thousand? No. 
A hundred thousand? which I 
thought would settle the business: 
but he still continued to say No: I 
gave it up, and confessed I could not 
tell, but begged he would inform me. 
He gravely said, when he has a litt/e 
more than he has, and that is never! 
If he acquires one thousand he wish- 
es to have two thousand, then five, 
then ten, then twenty, then fifty, from 
that his riches would amount to an 
hundred thousand, and so on till he 
had grasped the whole world; after 
which he would look about him, like 
Alexander, for other worlds to pos- 
sess. 

Many a proof have I had of the 
truth of this old gentleman’s remarks, 
since he made them to me, and I am 
happy to say I have discovered the 
reason. Full enjoyment, full satis- 
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faction to the mind of man, can only 
be found in possessing God, with all 
his infinite perfections: It is only 
the Creator, not the creature, that 
can satisfy.—S. Scholars’ Magazine. 





THE OLD woMAN & THE SHEPHERD'S 
BoY. 


Tue late celebrated Robinson of 
Cambridge once said,‘We had in our 
congregation a poor aged widow, who 
could neither read the scriptr res, nor 
live without hearing ther read; so 
much instruction and did 
she derive from the oraclés,of God. 
She lived in a lone place, and the 
family where she lodged could not 
read; but there was one more cot- 
tage near, and in it alittle boy, a shep- 
herd’s son, who could read; but he, 
full of play, was not fond of reading 
the Bibie. Necessity is the mother 
of invention. The good old woman 
determined to rise one hour sooner 
in the morning, in order to spin one 
half-penny more, to be expended in 
hiring the shepherd’s boy to read to 
her every evening a chapter; to 
which he readily agreed. This little 
advantage made her content in her 
cottage, and even say, ‘The lines are 
fallen unto me in pleasgnt places.’ 
*You little boys, learn to read,’ ad- 
ded the preacher, ‘and read the scrip- 
tures to comfort the old people about 
you.” 

This little anecdote teaches us the 
value of the heavenly inspired book, 
to the happy subjects of true piety ; 
and also proves, that in the giddv 
years of boyism, we may contribut« 
to the happiness of our fellow crea- 
tures, and smooth the rugged paths of 
tottering age. 


Tae communication from‘‘A Stran- 
ger,” and an account of the West- 
moreland Sunday School Examina- 
tion, were received too late for this 
number. 





i> A rew copies of the first vol- 
ume of the Visrrant, in half bind- 
ing, for sale at the Book Store of 
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From the American S. S. Magazine. 
SATURDAY NIGHT. 


Our teachers aye in the habit of 
preparing on Saturday night for the 
Sunday school exercises of their class. 
I trust that with the spirit of their di- 
vine Master and Teacher, it is their 
meat and their drink to do the will of 
their Father in heaven; and in it 
they find their, joy and, their rest. 
How appropriate to such are the re- 
flections of the following beautiful 
verses, addressed* several years ago, 
to the late editor of the ** American 
Sunday School Teachers’ Magazine,” 
recently published in New-York. 

A SUPERINTENDENT. 


Sweet to the soul the parting ray 
Which ushers placid evening in, 
When with the still expiring day 
The Sabbath’s peaceful hours begin. 
How grateful to the anxious breast, 
The sacred hours of holy rest. 


I love the blush of vernal bloom, 

When morning gilds night’s sullen 
tear ; 

And dear to me the mournful gloom 

Of Autumn—Sabbath of the year ; 

But purer pleasures, joys sublime, 

Await the dawn of Holy Time. 


Hushed is the tumult of the day, 

And worldly cares and business 
cease ; 

While soft the vesper breezes play, 

To hymn the glad return of peace. 

Oh, season blest ! Oh, moments given 

To turn the vagrant tho’ts to heaven. 


What though involved in lurid night, 
The loveliest forms of nature fade ; 
Yet mid the gloom shall heavenly light 
With joys the contrite heart per- 
vade ; 
Oh! thou great source of light divine, 
With beams etherial gladden mine. 
Oft as this hallowed hour shall come, 
Oh, raise my thoughts from earthly 
things.; 
And bear them to my heavenly home, 
On living faith’s immortal wings, 
Till the last gleam of life decay 








Merrell & Hastings. 





In one eternal sABBATH DAY. 






